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mental health | mental illness

fine line: mental health | mental illness pairs photography with audio recording in a
documentary project that reveals the courage and the fragility of people living with disorder,
confronts stereotypes, and calls attention to the tenuous threshold between stability and
unbalance. Photographer Michael Nye spent four years photographing and recording stories,
discovering how, in his words, “Mental illness touches the deepest parts of who we are; our identity,
self worth, the inability to communicate, confusion and loss of control. It can happen for no
apparent reason and at any time. Every person is vulnerable to mental illness.” In simple, eloquent
detail, 38 black-and-white portraits and the voices of those portrayed speak of denial, fear, stigma
and separation, pain, abuse, coping, healing, and humanity. Nye's exhibition is presented in con-

front Carmen, 2002

[52]
junction with Texas State's 2013-2014 Common Experience theme, Minds Matter: §
Exploring Mental Health and lliness, and is co-sponsored by CFAN Company as well (ﬁ] %
as the university’s Common Experience and the Wittliff Collections. A —
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